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Court said that this case came
appeals of racism, rather th

is sleazy! That this conviction

perhaps
t type o

from the
t,he
about onlv
an reason;
came about

that
That t s

believe

District
through
racl_sm
only b
would
sleazy !

over

ecause of the concealrnent of evi-dence
have established

I am noL saying it The court saysa ir a

Question

tr/hat would you say the people who
that what happened 20 years ago, tira
doesn t t exist anymore?

Ansr,rer

I,{e11, well understand that but in 1966 when
country.

oing and
Black people

e understood the
People understood

f racisrn

II ,

wenL to prison, there was a ferror
Black people understood where they

in this
were g

where thevJ
understood and
necessity of a
the necessity
other. People

were coming from.
many other peopl

good educaLi.on.
of not discriminating
understood that.. P

one against the
p1e understood
narcotized all

eo
what would happen if our youth become

children runnln

e understood thaL.
understand that an

r1I
n8 lish Not one

v longer.
Ttrere are

t speak a

the
e

place.
ontt
ontt

Peopl
seem to

g around
standard
they sp

tongue,

p
P

eop 1

1

d
deop e understand edtrcation.

ht nor^l r,lho can I

s].ng
word
their

as
They
hope
ever

worrl of
I mean,
mother

1e 1e
1S
or

which
know

i1

a eak black Eng ish
but they on t

it exists that one must speak stand
are being very poorly educated.
and that rs terrible. That ts

ybody, and rre all suf f er f or j-t.

1
d

ard Ui-J

s]-ng

country
ngl1sh.

t
I

understand that in order to survive in this

There is no

Questlon

Do you feel then,
situation would and

that it is more
could happen now ?

Answer

It happens all the time. Look at what I

on here. The stun gun trials, where people have
trsbeen brutalized in pol stations. Loolc at wha

everywh the nedia, you know it
t.here. A11 l{e have to

save ourselves. There
if those people who are
t.hose r+ho are in jured.

ere a

1

s1n
It.tshan I knor+ t, a

wake up and we will
no peopl

uninjured became
e 1n prlson
as angry as

There would b
would be no

e no people i11egally in prison. There
people layin

would be
lves into

gonthe st.reets
eople r,rho

r+ithout a
ome - There

e themse
no p have to

d
h

their own homes, afraid to
. That. would not happen.

arr].ca
walk t e st,reets at night
Itts our fault , all of us.

( Inaudible)

Answer

fn the prison system sent me one
witti about 50 or

ht aboutnl-g

I the morning 6 heavil1n
uards and movie carneras. In thisc,

C)

d

waY, 1
had ithey ha to do ar{ay r*ith me permanentlY,

camera t,hat showed that I perhap
they

on the S provoked
t,hese 150 armed guards a Tirey sent me

room building th
brutalized ever

t.o the Vroom
building and in th

b
b

isV ere was a war
Peop 1

1

le d"y;go].ng
all d

on. e e].ng y sr.n8
ttoday a Peop e rought there and le

ere I became
t
f

l_e to
langui.sh. And that t s
the federal system.
have a court of last

wh amiliar r+ith
necessary to
the federal

That I s why it is
resort,
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terrible for

Answer
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s been going
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l_ce
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system;
i1lega1
granted
word

because I applied for immediate
detention there and the fe

that immediate release and t
like ltbrutalitytt r ttvi.olencett r ttvLc]-0usness

ose words off but what,

v a The federal court
spent
then

there.
you know

release from
d
h
eral
en justice

ils
It iland despair people turn th

urn off is mone
,

people won I

g
N

].

tt
ave me

ow when the g
ts horrendous

out, if
quarter.
throw in

overnment grants money,
and you can understand t

$30.00 a day for every day I
hat yourself.

Question

Would you go back to the Pat,terson parole board ?

Answer

Excuse me for laughing a

I would noL go Paterson under
circumstances and or any reason at anytime for any
purpose. (laughter)

Question for the lawyer

Answer

million and a half dollars maybe, if you averaged
you didnrt

A

ir
a
to

It really
the other

include interest a million and
is not measurable. You have

time. f figure that if you
want to put hourly rates on it and not a1low for
i-nterest, we are somewhere in the area of two and a
quarter or two and a half but l_ l_t S

meanr-ng Iess.

Question

all know that you are
...f€St

here today the
sLate prosecutor ( inaudible)

Answer

0n the contrary,
nobody to tel1 me I
anchor, so to speak,
I have always known
I am innocent.. I
that I am innocenl.
a jury in L967 and
guilty based on the
received; based on

I was never guiltyr so I needtm innocent. That has been my
for these 22 years. I knew and

and it has never been doubt that
dontt need anyone to say to me

In the same way as just because
again in L976 said that I was

erroneous information Lhat they
the i1lega1 introduction of a

racist motive that they received and then C uldn t t
t,hey
Did

thing e1 but becausesee any
pronounce
not make
though I
when I

SE rac].sm,
not make me

could not ma
that is the

I sti1l
I wouldn t

me guilty did 1tygu l- a

be guilty and
d

ke me feel as
reason why even
maintained my
t wear prison

was guilty an
went to prison

That, I s whyl_nnocence.
clot,hes . That I s why I wouldn ? t work in the prison.
The one thing t,hat I had learned in life is that you
do not help your enemy and prison is t,he enemy of
all mankind. I dontt, need anyone to tel1 me Itm
innocent. Just my blackness to t,hem connotes guilt.
I
d

am innocent. I am innocent.. I
riven snow in that regard I don I t need anybody to

filing briefs,
the prosecuLor
ave been living

a

t,el1 me t
writing b
submitted

hat , I know. I have been
riefs , responding to w

courLs,
f Jersey

hat
in the federal Ih

the southern part After beingan o a l_n

for so many years I cherish my Ipr]-son pr]-vacy t

cherish it to the point that I do noL wish it to be
disturbed,

l9
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court
hle because

d

t

l

back to any

Vrlhat do you estimate the net cost in dollars?

am as pure as the

I'

mi1lion,
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Question

Considering that racism was the cen t,ral part of this
defense (restcase, w

lnaudible
hen you look at your
) a

Answer

I
b
t l_s dichotomy but that I That has always, s me.

I don I t believe in black, white, green,
in Jewish or Italian or

een
ye1low. I don t believe
Irish or African. I dontt believe in male
Democrate or Republician. I donrt believe

female, ,

1n those
images or those words because the moment you attach

moment you
r+ith thets all. If

word t creates image and thea , l_ an
you

thp
Loh

create that
personr so I
t,hose people
themselves,

are not dealingr_ma8e,
deal wi eop1e, and that

h attachedwl_s
that I

ave an r_mage to
f ine wit,h me, b
y one heart can

ut I go to the
teach another

say and thatts

S

heart. Because
heart what the
where I won agai

on1
printed word doesn I t
n I

Thank you.

2r

Question

You h
rh
20

ave had tj-me to reflect on your li
ink your life would be different t

Ife how do
you oday without

Iyears r_n prlson

Answer

If I permit myself t
different had t

o think
his not

how my life would have
occurred, I would be

ecause it did occur. IL
b
1
een
iving in a fantasy world, b

did happen and therer
e fact that it

nothing th
d happen.
to make L

atS 1S gor_n to
change th d So all I1 o1s
take what happens and
it. I dontt try to ta
to make whal comes the
therers no way you can

try he very best of
ke what comes, but, simply try
way I like
separate wh

from what is
day.

to take L Soa a

at could have or
what should have been

it any
and I will take

the il tt fr-s-ness o

Question

Can we u making (rest inaudible)expect to see y

Answer

You can expect anything from
the Hurricane is all abouL,

me because t
ir?

hat I s what
1Sn

,

I t

Question

Are you going to seek public office at anytime?

Answer

No
, I think we have quite enough politicians. I

Ijust
dontt

resolved myself from becoming
o be a politician. I
bove a politlcian.
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a prlsoner,
want t

l-s one step a
think a prisoner
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me.
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In essence,
to the jury
motivated to
ther,' were w
be a motive
prejudicial
existence
evidence.
attributable
and not based upon
hor,r a particular
situation.

he prosecution u/as perrnittccl to
that. defendants who were b1ack,

rnurder total strzrngers solely b
€. Although racia'l revcngc nray

t. arSue
v/ere

ecause
intleed

t.o

hir

t)

f or murder, i t-s h i Jilr l y lnf lammatory and
effect upon a .iury rcquires that it,s

e supporterl l,y suf f icient anrl cornpetent
Irurthermore, Llrat cvi.dence must be
anrl relevant to the rlefenciants on trial

a stereotyped supposition as
qroup r,roultl react in a g ]'Ven

ruith
had even the
. In fact,

lacecl before t
that ruhile he
s rletective
referred to

orosecutor areIhe inf erent,la1 leaps macie by the
virtually
t,he jury
blacks t
attacked.
becomes
torvard l+hites.
conclude that a w
SUC violent an

I,lould a Jury be permitt

i.moutation o
and Artis.
Artis were

impossible r,rithout the unstated appeal to
that it is perfectly reasonable to expect

commit murder rvhen one of their own is
The fallacious premise of the

self evirlent if it is reversed and

o
gument
pplied
ed to

ar
a

h
d

d not support the
motive to Carter
that Carter and
an inclination to

ite defendant woulcl have expressed
indiscriniinate rage v.rithout anyh

dev1 ence of personal racial anirnosity?

The evidence di
racial

no proof
revenge

f the
There
black

il

militants
that they
whitesrr.t
statcment p
testiraony
prosecutor I

detective
il animills It

ki11 ruhites, nor
slightest host,ility tovrard
the only blatantly racial

he trial court t{as Bello t s
was being interviewed by

1n October 1966,
a

that
andblacks AS ttn].ggers

a

.t.F
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QUOTATT0NS FRoM THE DECTSI0NS 0F
UNITED STATES DISTRICT JUDGE II. LEE SAROKIN

IN TIIE CARTER/ARTIS CASE

I cannot l_n the face of the conclusions reached
and the injustices found, permit

spencl anothcr ,lay or even an hour

1n
Fir.my op1n].on

Carter to
pr].son,
spend
upon a

The

particularly considerintrl that he has aI
almost 20 years in confinement based in

convictlon which I have found to b

1n
ready
part

eso
constitutionally flawed.

To cleny the relief sought would be inconsistent with
my own ruling anrl render compassion meaningless. If
my ruling is correct, I{r. Carterrs past imprisonment
may have been a travesty to continue it rvould be
even a greater one.

Ilemorandum O and Orderp1n1on
1985November I

l{as permitted to rlrarv in
1 y upon the race of the

d information w

f innocence. T
hictr

,

I
I

The extensive record c1earl v rlemonstraLes that
(Carter and ArtisI ) convictlons were predicated upon
an appeal to racism ratirer than reason, and
concealment rather than disclosure.

their claims o
stand h have been as tlteir

ferences of guilt
(defendants), but
may have supported

permit convictions to
foundation appeals to

base
Jury

d sole
was dyet en].e

o
whi c

racial preJu ].Ce and the rvithholding of evirJenced
hcritical to t e defensc, 1s to commit a violation of

ichthe Constitution as heinous as the crimes for wh
these (defendants) were tried and convicted.
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A i-ce and
and

F

bias must be
certainly where
or the state to
tive to commit
hip in a racial

be permitted
conviction.

that he

told

in-the bar version or some other versi-on
would have

hose circumstances the
t Bellors choice of the

n preJu
tria

invol
depl

of murder are ved

was found true by the Polygrapher,
versl_on. From tthat

an accused has the mo
so1e1 v because f his members

rlu

jury could have concluded tha
final version was not a decision based on truth but

f
t

premlse,
prosecution

rl.

and a false onerather one influenced by a
at that furnishr d by the

group r_s an argument which should never
to sway a jury r vide the basis of ar

v t

Even at lts strongest links the government
ca11ed

s cha
an

1n
to

I
t(

t
Carter and Arti

versaon (he tol rt

prived of the opportunity
settled on the particular
and to bring out the role

were de
o demonstrate why (Bello)

Lrial )
I

,

t
of evidence has been substantially
question by (the defendants).

-r- -t -t,F.F+
(

f the prosecution in that choice. 1

,

the prosecut.i-on has resources
1 defendant.

unavailable to t
Therefore, it
h is essential

ema

average crr_mr_na
imperative that
the defense in
available to t
searches for t

he

In its
Circuit

AugusL 2L, T987 opinion the U
1S
to
de

Court ot Appeals wr

(

d

te: information whic

ded to the accused by the
combat cri-me should never b
erosion of our fundamental
growing volume of criminal
more vigilant; the greater

t e greater the risk to the

0pinion

Justice
Supreme
agree,
Harre
Be11

that a com

the New
n dissent,

g

the hands of the prosecution b
he accused. If trials are

society, concerned about
retreat from the safeg

indeedf
1
p lete

he truth rather than to
conceal it, fu11 and fair disclosure is necessary to
protect and preserve the rights of the accused
agai-nst the awesome power of Lhe accusor.

Although extended appeals in crimi-nal matters have
been wldely criticlzed, the need for review is amply
demonstrated by this matter. There is a substantial
danger that our
of crlme, will

1

)

sonts p
and the

lygraph
prosecuti n S USE

to bring about

I

a
C

h
nflicting raI and written
d

the real capacity ..
the utter destructi
most important wltness
arsenal, with the fa11
doubt the
prosecution

on of by far Lhe
n the Statets

castin
fth

1
ut

the growth
uards and

etacti-cs rights accor
The need to
justify an
Indeed, the
make us even

constitution.
e utilized to

guarantees.
cases should
the quantity

Absent the potent ammunition this (suppressed)
knowledge would have afforded the defense, Be1lo was
free to say that he had selected this one of several
versions because it was tttrue. tt However, if
defendents had known all he relevant facts, they
could have argued not o that

h quality of justice.

November 7 1985

T

fr
n1y

submitted b v
were fa1se.

the
the
The

ch l_ce was
prosecuLion,

,

predicated upon facts
but that those facts ..,after reviewing the record

conclusion is inescapable that
test result was fed to Bello to

evidence, "(t)he
... the twrongt

t break I him. ?r
ncluded then that

Jury cou
had been to

1

1well have c
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